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Magically sweet in sound, though most foolish, since
it purports to be the love-song of a dove to a nightin-
gale ! Hundreds of romantic ballads were current,
such as the famous cycle about the knight Don.
Gayferos carrying off his Moorish love, the fair
Melisendra ; or the savage one of Count Alarcos, who
is required by the king to kill his wife, because he had
deserted the Infanta to many her.
Long romances in prose also began to be written,
"Amadis de Gaul" being the chief and first, the book
of all others which set the fashion in Europe of the
long tales of adventures of knights-errant. And more
serious writings also were made. Don Juan Ayala,
who was present at the battle of Najara, and made
prisoner by the English, wrote a spirited chronicle of
the times, translated Livy into Spanish, and wrote a
long rhymed satire on the corruptions of the Church
and State. Treatises on government, science, and
politics were produced or translated from the Arabic ;
and, while the Moors stood still, the Christians had
entered on the march of improvement.
Yousuf died in 1396, as his people believed, of poison
conveyed in a mantle sent him from the King of Fez,
which ate into his flesh and separated it from his
bones, so that he died in great torment.
His eldest son, Yousuf, was set aside by his brother
Mohammed VI., and shut up in the castle of Schal-
obanyah, where he remained for the ten years of his
brother's reign. In 1408, when Mohammed found
himself fatally ill, he intended to secure the throne
to his children, and sent the following letter to the
Alcayde of Schalobanyah :
" My servant, so soon as thou receivest this letter,

